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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Walter  Church. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  and  pending  the 
appointment  of  a successor  to  the  late  Mr.  Marshall,  matters 
requiring  prompt  attention  on  the  part  of  the  inspector  of 
nuisances  were  dealt  with  by  the  relieving  officers  of  the  union 
acting  in  their  several  districts.  Early  in  June,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  W.  Church  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  having  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  he  commenced 
duty,  and  his  record  of  work  done  to  the  close  of  the  year 
shows  over  1,500  premises  inspected  and  about  225  nuisances 
discovered  and  abated;  the  greater  part  relating  to  foul  closets 
and  drains,  or  to  animals  improperly  kept — see  Table  III. 

At  Thatcham  a few  premises  had  been  left  unconnected  with 
the  sewers  when  the  house  connections  were  put  in  a few  years 
since,  earth  closets  being  in  use  in  some  of  the  number,  which 
now  however  were  found  not  to  be  satisfactorily  kept.  All  that 
were  within  a hundred  feet  of  the  sewer  have  therefore  been 
connected  with  it,  and  most  of  the  closets  were  rebuilt.  The 
flushing  of  the  sewers  has  been  regularly  carried  out,  but  on 
the  land  where  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  there  has  at  times 
been  a want  of  proper  care  and  attention  in  its  distribution  on 
the  part  of  the  occupier,  giving  rise  to  an  offensive  smell,  which 
has  been  complained  of  by  residents  in  the  neighbourhood,  and, 
as  I satisfied  myself,  not  without  cause. 

At  Donnington,  and  at  some  other  places  in  the  district 
traversed  by  streams,  sundry  closets  have  been  found  to  be 
discharging  their  contents  into  them ; this  has  been  remedied 
by  the  pulling  down  of  the  closets  and  rebuilding  them  with 
small  cemented  and  ventilated  catchpits  in  a safer  position. 

Six  samples  of  drinking  water  have  been  submitted  to 
analysis  by  me,  five  of  which  were  more  or  less  contaminated. 
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All  these  wells  were  cleaned  out,  and  any  drains  passing-  near 
them  were  taken  up  and  relaid  in  cement  at  a proper  distance ; 
the  upper  part  of  the  wells  being  also  in  some  cases  cemented 
so  as  to  prevent  percolation  of  surface  water  into  them.  At 
Hoe  Benham  water  from  a spring  in  a neighbouring  wood  has 
been  brought  by  iron  pipes  into  the  centre  of  the  village,  giving 
an  abundant  supply  of  water. 

The  weekly  returns  of  pauper  sickness  included  83  cases  in 
all  during  the  year;  nine  of  the  number  being  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  Nineteen  were  attacks  of  zymotic  com- 
plaints, including  12  persons  (in  two  families)  down  with  scarlet 
fever  and  two  with  simple  continued  fever. 

As  in  the  year  1884,  scarlet  fever  and  measles  have  been  the 
most  prevalent  zymotic  diseases  reported  during  the  year,  but 
fortunately  the  type  has  been  mild,  and  although  from  various 
causes  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in  checking  the 
spread  of  infection,  the  actual  mortality  has  been  extremely 
small ; scarlet  fever  having  occasioned  two  deaths  only,  while 
there  were  not  any  from  measles.  In  fact  the  mildness  of  the 
attacks  has  been  one  main  reason  that  they  proved  so  difficult 
to  deal  with,  as  in  many  instances  the  first  cases  in  any  given 
locality  had  passed  quite  unrecognized  by  the  parents,  no  medical 
man  being  called  in  and  no  precautions  against  spreading  the 
disease  observed,  some  of  the  children  actually  continuing  to 
attend  school  while  suffering  from  their  complaints.  This  was 
the  case  as  regards  the  first  family  in  whom  it  was  reported, 
about  the  middle  of  May.  They  lived  on  Greenham  Common, 
and  the  infected  children  were  mixing  freely  with  the  others  in 
the  neighbourhood.  A little  later  it  appeared  in  Speen,  then  at 
Woodspeen  and  Thatcham,  where  there  were  a considerable 
number  of  attacks  in  July  and  August,  the  infection  having 
been  probably  spread  by  a number  of  children  meeting  at  a 
school  treat,  some  of  whom  came  from  Bucklebury  in  the 
Bradfield  district,  where  also  a mild  form  of  the  complaint 
prevailed  at  the  time.  In  September  it  appeared  in  Stockcross, 
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and  also  at  Benham  Hill,  where  the  first  child  attacked  had 
gone  on  attending  Sunday  school  before  it  was  discovered.  A 
month  later  it  broke  out  in  Welford,  Shaw,  Snelsmore,  Leck- 
hampstead,  and  Donnington,  as  also  at  Hoe  and  Marsh  Benham, 
being  in  some  places  associated  with  measles.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  at  several  of  these  places  the  complaints 
spread  in  the  first  instance  through  the  school  attendance  of 
children  suffering  from  them  in  their  lightest  forms.  The 
sanitary  inspector,  acting  under  my  instructions,  was  most 
indefatigable  in  watching  and  isolating  every  case  that  could 
be  heard  of,  and  the  respective  schools  were  closed ; but  it  was 
not  till  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  outbreaks  fairly  terminated. 

Diphtheria  was  reported  five  times  during  the  year,  and  one 
attack  proved  fatal.  Three  of  them  were  associated  with  dis- 
tinctly insanitary  conditions  of  the  premises. 

Small  pox  only  occurred  once  in  the  district,  the  patient 
coming  down  from  London  sickening  for  the  attack ; a trained 
nurse  from  Reading  Hospital  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  case, 
and  revaccination  being  carried  out  in  the  neighbourhood  there 
was  not  any  spread  of  infection. 

The  only  other  attacks  of  illness  to  which  I need  refer 
occurred  about  the  middle  of  December,  when  several  cases 
were  reported  to  me  in  a row  of  cottages  at  Speen.  Three  of 
them  proved  fatal,  one  child  dying  from  “ blood  poisoning/’ 
one  from  “ acute  eczema,”  and  one  from  “ scarlet  fever.”  In 
addition  one  adult  had  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  but  recovered. 
There  were  two  or  three  detached  cottages  just  in  rear  of  the 
front  row  (which  also  consisted  of  three  tenements)  the  whole 
being  ill-arranged  and  ventilated,  being  rather  closely  packed 
together.  On  inspection  I found  the  general  sanitary  conditions 
most  unsatisfactory,  especially  as  regarded  one  cottage  of  the 
front  row,  which  appeared  to  have  been  the  centre  and  main 
source  of  the  mischief.  Temporary  measures  of  disinfection 
and  cleansing  were  immediately  carried  out,  and  the  necessary 
reconstruction  of  closets,  drains,  and  securing  a supply  of  un- 
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polluted  water  was  taken  in  hand,  though  not  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  registered  births  during  1885  numbered  M.  150,  F.  161, 
total  311,  being  nearly  the  same  as  in  1884,  and  at  the  rate  of 
27-6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  This  is  but  little 
under  the  mean  rate  for  the  year  of  the  whole  of  the  combined 
sanitary  districts,  viz.,  28*1 — but  that  rate  is  an  unusually  low 
one;  and  the  deaths  being  equally  above  the  average,  the  actual 
excess  of  births  was  only  293  % . 

The  registered  deaths  were  202  in  number,  and  including 
with  them  the  deaths  of  previous  residents  in  the  district,  of 
whom  15  died  in  the  Union  House,  two  in  Moulsford  Lunatic 
Asylum,  and  one  in  Newbury  District  Hospital,  we  have  as  the 
“corrected”  number  220 — M.  in,  F.  109 — or  707^  of  the 
number  of  births  (seeTable  V)  and  an  increase  of  no  less  than  49, 
or  nearly  24  % on  the  deaths  in  1884 ; equivalent  to  a rate  of  I9'6 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  almost  4-4  above  that  of 
the  previous  year,  and  by  much  the  highest  reached  since  1878. 
It  must  however  be  pointed  out  that  nearly  all  the  excess  has 
occurred  among  old  people,  the  deaths  above  60  years  of  age 
having  been  1 16  as  against  60  in  1884,  while  the  mortality 
under  15  years  of  age  was  on  the  other  hand  lessened  by 
about  a sixth. 

The  zymotic  mortality  was  unusually  low,  including  in  all 
only  seven  deaths  (of  infants  and  young  children)  from  the 
principal  diseases  in  this  class  (see  Tables  IV  A and  B),  with  a 
death  rate  of  but  o*6  per  1,000. 

There  was  a considerable  increase,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  in  the  deaths  from  consumption,  which  rose 
from  13  to  21,  12  of  whom  were  between  15  and  40  years  old, 
six  being  over  60.  The  death  rate  was  1-9 — see  Table  VI. 

The  excessive  mortality  of  the  year  was  however  mainly  due 
to  the  different  forms  of  inflammations  of  the  chest  consequent 
on  the  trying  weather  of  the  winter  and  spring.  The  deaths 
from  these  diseases  rose  from  29  in  1 884  to  56  in  1885,  and 
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affected  equally  children  and  old  persons,  the  death  rate  for 
the  year  reaching  the  high  rate  of  5*0  per  1,000,  or  25-5  % of 
the  mortality  from  all  causes  (see  Table  VI)  and  being  much 
the  highest  of  any  district  in  the  sanitary  combination.  The 
mortality  of  infants  and  children  under  five  from  wasting  and 
convulsive  diseases  was  a little  under  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  being  25  in  all,  and  at  the  rate  of  2*2,  or  11*4  % of  the 
total  deaths. 

Only  three  inquests  were  held  during  the  year.  In  two  of 
them  death  was  found  to  be  due  to  natural  causes.  The 
remaining  death  was  due  to  accident 

NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Benjamin  Sargeant. 

The  inspector’s  return  for  this  district  (see  Table  III)  shows  960 
premises  visited  during  the  year  and  46  nuisances  discovered. 
They  were  of  the  ordinary  routine  character,  and  all  but  two 
were  abated.  The  works  for  the  prevention  of  floods  have 
now  been  completed,  and  some  300  feet  of  new  pipe  drains 
have  been  laid  to  replace  open  water  courses  previously 
existing. 

During  the  summer  months  extra  attention  was  given  to 
scavenging  and  the  removal  of  refuse  throughout  the  district, 
and  especially  from  the  courts,  in  view  of  the  possible  appear- 
ance of  cholera  in  the  country,  and  the  same  general  precau- 
tions were  adopted  as  in  the  year  1884.  The  inspector  further 
reports  that  the  slaughterhouses,  cowhouses,  dairies,  and 
bakehouses  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  that  their  sani- 
tary condition  was  satisfactory.  I much  regret  that  further 
difficulties  have  arisen  to  delay  the  commencement  of  the  new 
sewerage  works,  owing  to  objections  raised  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  the  sewage  thereon.  In  consequence  of  this  an 
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alternative  plan  has  been  prepared  for  this  portion  of  the 
scheme,  but  the  final  decision  has  not  as  yet  been  taken,  and 
in  the  meantime  it  has  only  been  practicable  to  deal  in  a tem- 
porary and  palliative  way  with  drainage  difficulties  that  have 
come  under  my  notice  at  Donnington-square,  West-street, 
Stroud  Green,  and  some  other  localities  in  the  district. 

From  time  to  time  the  condition  of  some  of  the  courts  and 
alleys  has  given  rise  to  difficulties  which,  as  regards  one,  viz., 
Ashdown-court,  were  due  to  the  recklessness  and  dirty  habits 
of  their  inhabitants  as  much  as  to  the  defects  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  premises  themselves.  Of  this  I have 
satisfied  myself  by  personal  observation,  and  I am  also  assured 
by  the  inspector  that  practically  he  finds  it  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  nuisances  alluded  to,  or  to 
discover  the  actual  offenders.  The  dilapidations  and  generally 
defective  condition  of  the  other  premises  were  to  a certain 
extent  remedied  by  the  owners  in  accordance  with  my  advice, 
but  nothing  short  of  demolition  and  entire  reconstruction 
would  satisfactorily  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case  of  some 
of  the  number. 

The  returns  of  pauper  sickness  amounted  to  but  23  cases 
during  the  year,  three  of  which  were  children,  the  zymotic 
attacks  being  one  of  infantile  simple  fever  and  five  of  diarrhoea. 
In  the  early  spring  there  was  a certain  amount  of  whooping 
cough,  and  of  infantile  diarrhoea  in  the  course  of  the  summer, 
while  in  the  autumn  a few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  came  to  my 
knowledge ; with  these  exceptions  there  was  but  little  disease 
of  this  class  reported  in  the  district. 

The  registered  births  numbered  338  (M.  172,  F.  1 66)  and 
the  total  deaths  were  197,  23  of  which  occurred  in  the  Union 
House,  of  whom  15  had  previously  resided  in  the  Rural  District, 
as  did  the  only  person  who  died  in  the  district  hospital ; deduct- 
ing these  we  get  181  (M.  86,  F.  95)  as  the  corrected  number 
(see  Table  IV  A and  B)  and  the  corresponding  rates  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  were  therefore  births 
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32*6,  deaths  17*5.  As  regards  the  births  there  is  a decrease  of 
2*o  per  1,000  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  while  there 
was  a rise  in  the  death  rate  of  *8;  but  both  were  above  the 
corresponding  mean  rates  for  the  entire  sanitary  combination 
(see  Table  V),  the  birth  rate  being,  as  in  1884,  the  highest  of 
any  of  the  included  districts,  and  4*5  in  excess  of  the  average 
of  the  whole. 

The  entire  zymotic  mortality  from  the  principal  diseases  of 
the  class  was  13,  whooping  cough  accounted  for  five  and 
infantile  diarrhoea  for  four  of  the  number,  the  other  deaths 
being  but  one  each  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  croup,  and 
simple  continued  fever — all  of  persons  under  1 5 years  of  age. 
The  death  rate  was  1*2  as  against  2,o  per  1,000  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  deaths  from  phthisis  (consumption)  rose  however  from 
15  in  1884  to  21  (two-thirds  of  whom  were  between  the  ages  of 
25  and  50)  with  a death  rate  of  2'0,  and  those  from  pulmonary 
inflammations  from  19  to  25  (nearly  equally  divided  between 
young  children  and  persons  over  60)  the  death  rate  being  2*4 
per  1,000.  The  increase  in  the  mortality  from  these  two  classes 
of  disease  was  doubtless  due  in  this,  as  in  most  of  the  other 
districts  in  the  combination,  to  the  trying  character  of  the 
seasons  throughout  the  year. 

The  mortality  from  the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age  was  nearly  stationary,  amount- 
ing to  32,  with  a death  rate  of  3*1,  being,  as  in  1883  and  1884, 
the  highest  with  one  exception  in  the  combination  (see  Table  VI) 
— of  this  number  more  than  half  (17)  were  infants  of  such  feeble 
vitality  that  they  did  not  survive  their  birth  a month,  13  of  them 
dying  within  the  week. 

Rather  less  than  a third  of  the  entire  mortality  (57  deaths,  or 
31*5  %)  occurred  under  five  years  of  age,  of  whom  45  were  less 
than  a year  old ; those  of  persons  above  60  numbered  64,  or 
35’3  % y rather  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  total  deaths 
occurred  therefore  either  in  early  childhood  or  after  the  age 
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of  maturity  had  past  and  that  of  decay  had  begun;  of  these 
about  a third  had  passed  their  eightieth  year  and  three  their 
ninetieth. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  the  deaths  in  two 
instances  were  due  to  accidental  burns,  in  one  to  suicide  by 
hanging,  and  in  three  to  “ natural  causes” 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITANY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Charles  Snell. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  premises  in  this  district 
visited  by  the  inspector  of  nuisances  was  2,360,  on  206  of  which 
nuisances  of  the  ordinary  type  were  discovered,  and  184  were 
reported  as  abated  by  the  close  of  the  year — for  details  see 
Table  III.  No  general  works  of  importance  have  been  taken 
in  hand,  but  an  improvement  has  been  carried  out  as  regards 
the  surface  drainage  of  Charnham-street,  Hungerford,  by  the 
laying  of  a proper  drain  in  hard  blue  brick  ; and  at  Chilton 
the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  public  elementary  schools, 
which  I had  found  on  inspection  to  be  in  various  respects  very 
unsatisfactory,  have  been  put  into  a better  condition  by  the 
abolition  of  the  cesspits,  which  previously  were  close  to  the 
school  buildings,  and  also  by  the  provision  of  guttering  to 
carry  off  the  rainfall. 

Two  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  to  analysis,  both 
of  which  proved  to  be  of  doubtful  character.  One  was  from  a 
large  water  tank  supplied  by  the  rainfall  on  an  adjacent  roof, 
and  the  tank  was  cleaned  out  as  I advised  ; the  other  supply, 
which  was  from  a dip  well  in  use  on  premises  at  Axford  where 
typhoid  fever  appeared,  was  discontinued  and  replaced  by  a 
tube-well  driven  into  the  chalk. 

The  amount  of  pauper  sickness  during  the  year  (849  cases  in 
all)  was  almost  identical  with  that  occurring  in  1884,  and  120 
of  them  were  under  five  years  of  age.  They  include  84  zymotic 


attacks,  mostly  of  ordinary  children’s  complaints,  and  of 
diarrhoea,  but  amongst  them  were  13  of  small  pox  and  two  of 
continued  fever,  as  well  as  15  of  scarlet  fever  and  nine  of 
diphtheria  (see  Table  II). 

The  most  important  events  in  the  sanitary  history  of  the  year 
have  been  certain  outbreaks  of  small  pox  of  a limited  character, 
but  resulting  in  two  deaths,  and  also  of  diphtheria  causing  nine, 
which,  with  six  fatal  attacks  of  croup  and  three  of  fever,  make 
up  nearly  the  entire  mortality  occasioned  by  zymotic  diseases 
during  the  twelvemonth. 

The  following  remarks  shortly  summarize  the  reports  thereon 
already  presented  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.  As  regards 
small  pox,  the  main  series  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Union 
House  commencing  with  that  of  a tramp  removed  from  a 
lodginghouse  in  the  town  to  the  infectious  diseases  ward  at  the 
workhouse  on  his  being  attacked  with  the  complaint  in  Novem- 
ber, 1884.  No  clue  was  obtained  to  the  way  he  contracted  it, 
nor  could  any  of  the  subsequent  cases  be  definitely  traced  to 
him,  but  on  the  last  day  of  1884  another  man  living  in  Moon- 
lane,  Hungerford,  was  attacked,  and  he  also  was  taken  to  the 
Union,  but  the  infection  had  already  spread  to  his  next  door 
neighbours,  the  wife  very  mildly,  her  husband  severely,  and  he 
in  his  turn  was  admitted  into  the  same  ward.  This  last  man 
died,  and  from  his  case  infection  was  diffused  in  two  directions, 
three  adult  males  and  ten  boys,  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  being 
attacked  (of  whom  one,  a man  aged  69,  died),  and  two  of  the 
assistants  at  the  funeral  also  contracted  the  complaint  and  gave 
it  to  a few  members  of  their  respective  families,  as  well  as  to 
two  or  three  other  persons  with  whom  they  had  been  in  com- 
pany either  shortly  after  their  exposure  to  infection  or  at  a later 
period  of  the  stage  of  incubation,  but  before  the  rash  appeared. 
Acting  on  my  advice  two  special  nurses  were  engaged,  one  to 
take  charge  of  the  workhouse  patients  and  one  for  those  in 
the  town,  revaccination  and  the  usual  precautions  were  also 
carried  out  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of  disease.  The 
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total  number  of  attacks  in  this  outbreak  was  27,  13  of  which 
occurred  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  and  14  (in 
eight  houses  and  spread  over  four  months)  in  the  town,  three 
of  whom  were  removed  to  the  Union  House  wards  for  treatment. 

About  the  end  of  February  a girl  came  from  Croydon  to  an 
inn  at  Kintbury  sickening  for  the  disease;  her  attack  was  so 
mild  as  to  be  barely  characteristic,  and  no  medical  advice  was 
obtained  until  the  landlord  took  the  complaint  from  her,  as  did 
the  laundress  who  washed  the  girl’s  linen ; two  or  three  of  her 
relatives  were  infected  by  this  last  person,  some  of  the  attacks 
being  of  a severe  character.  There  were  six  cases  in  all,  but 
stringent  precautions  being  observed  further  mischief  was 
stopped.  Near  the  close  of  the  year  another  tramp  case  was 
admitted  into  the  ward  at  the  Union ; no  history  of  infection  was 
obtainable,  and  a nurse  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  patient  to 
prevent  its  spread. 

In  connection  with  the  workhouse  cases  I advised  that  struc- 
tural alterations  should  be  carried  out  in  the  infectious  ward, 
which  as  then  arranged  was  not  sufficiently  shut  off  from  the 
other  buildings  to  ensure  the  safety  of  their  inmates,  while  the 
internal  arrangements  were  also  defective  in  various  respects. 
I further  recommended  that  a suitable  conveyance  should  be 
provided  for  the  use  of  persons  living  in  the  district  who,  being 
attacked  with  the  disease,  had  to  be  taken  to  the  Union  House 
for  treatment  as  pauper  patients. 

During  the  year  fatal  diphtheria  was  reported  on  several 
occasions,  but  on  enquiry  of  the  medical  men  attending  the 
cases  I found  that  the  outbreaks  were  entirely  unconnected  with 
each  other  in  any  way,  and  that  they  were  for  the  most  part 
confined  to  single  houses,  the  attacks  being  few  in  number  and 
with  one  or  two  exceptions  not  attributable  to  any  sanitary 
defects  existing  on  the  premises.  This  however  was  not  the 
case  as  regards  the  most  serious  of  them,  which  occasioned 
four  deaths  in  one  family,  and  where  I found  the  sanitary 
arrangements  deplorably  bad  throughout,  although  the  house 


was  a vicarage  of  comparatively  modern  construction.  I re- 
ported fully  on  the  works  necessary  to  remedy  the  existing 
state  of  matters,  and  they  have  since  been  carried  out.  Of  the 
nine  deaths  due  to  this  disease  during  the  year,  six  occurred  in 
November  and  December.  There  were  also  six  fatal  attacks 
of  croup.  A few  cases  of  measles  and  of  scarlet  fever  were 
reported  from  time  to  time,  but  the  outbreaks  were  not  serious 
or  general,  nor  were  any  of  the  attacks  fatal.  Whooping 
cough  caused  two  deaths. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  a few  cases  of  enteric  fever  were 
reported  at  Axford,  and  two  of  them  ended  fatally.  The  water 
supply  from  a dip  well  proved  on  analysis  to  be  somewhat  con- 
taminated, and  it  probably  was  the  channel  of  infection.  A tube 
well  was  provided  in  accordance  with  my  advice,  the  use  of  the 
old  well  discontinued,  and  the  outbreak  speedily  came  to  an  end. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  253,  F.  254,  total 
507,  and  the  deaths  300,  or  with  the  addition  of  three  occurring 
in  Moulsford  Asylum  and  Reading  Hospital,  but  belonging  to 
the  district,  303 — M.  137,  F.  166 — see  Tables  IV  A and  B. 
These  numbers  are,  as  regards  the  births  30,  and  for  the  deaths 
21  under  the  corresponding  ones  for  1884;  the  corrected  rates 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  being  births  29*6  and 
deaths  177,  both  a little  over  the  year’s  mean  rates  for  the 
entire  combination  of  districts — see  Table  V.  It  should  be 
observed  that  the  diminished  mortality  did  not  extend  to  persons 
of  all  ages,  thus  while  fewer  children  died  under  the  age  of  five 
years,  especially  of  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  (which  fell 
from  52  to  33),  and  there  was  a similar  reduction  in  the  deaths 
between  5 and  25,  and  above  60,  there  was  on  the  other  hand 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  60  an  increase  in  the  actual  mor- 
tality, and  a proportionate  rise  in  the  percentage  to  total  deaths 
of  those  occurring  within  this  period  from  177  % to  22*1  %. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  to  births  was  59*8  %>  which  is  but 
little  above  the  average  of  the  combination,  and  is  fairly  satis- 
factory when  the  excess  of  old  persons  in  the  district  is  taken 
into  account. 
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I have  already  referred  to  the  zymotic  deaths,  23  in  all,  being* 
at  the  rate  of  1*3  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  7*6  % of  the 
mortality  from  all  causes — two-thirds  of  the  number  were 
caused  by  diphtheria  and  croup. 

The  deaths  from  consumption  fell  from  33  in  the  preceding 
year  to  26,  with  a death  rate  of  1*5  and  a percentage  to  total 
mortality  of  8 6 % , but  there  was  a considerable  increase  in 
those  from  pulmonary  inflammations  as  compared  with  1884, 
due  to  the  trying  weather  of  the  early  months  of  the  year.  The 
death  rate  in  this  class  was  3*1,  and  the  percentage  to  total 
deaths  17*8  % — see  Table  VI. 

Thirteen  inquests  were  held,  of  which  six  were  on  deaths 
from  “accident,”  one  from  “suicide,”  and  the  remainder  on 
sudden  deaths  from  “natural  causes.” 


ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Edward  Mudd. 

The  inspector  of  this  district  returns  1,717  premises  as  examined 
in  detail  by  him  during  the  year,  ordinary  nuisances  being 
discovered  on  502,  which  were  abated  as  regards  479  of  the 
number  before  its  close  in  accordance  with  the  notices  served. 
It  was  twice  found  necessary  to  take  proceedings  before  the 
justices,  on  account  of  defective  and  leaky  cesspits  in  one  case, 
and  in  the  other  for  exposing  slop  work  in  a cottage  where 
scarlet  fever  was  present  and  returning  it  to  the  factory  without 
its  being  properly  disinfected : a conviction  was  obtained  in 
each  case.  About  three-fifths  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with 
related  to  foul  closets  and  bad  drainage,  for  details  seeTable  III. 
No  works  of  a general  character  have  been  taken  in  hand,  but 
sanitary  improvements  of  individual  premises  have  been  carried 
out  to  some  extent  in  different  parts  of  the  district.  Thus,  earth 
closets  have  been  introduced  on  28  premises,  of  which  eight  were 
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at  Burcote,  and  the  water  supply  of  25  has  been  improved,  one 
of  them  being  a dairy  farm  three  samples  from  which  (from 
different  wells')  I have  twice  submitted  to  analysis  with  more  or 
less  unsatisfactory  results.  At  Clifton-Hampden  the  drainage 
of  Mr.  Sharp’s,  and  that  from  Mr.  Gibbs’  premises  has  been  im- 
proved, and  at  Sutton  Wick  that  from  the  Berks  and  Wilts 
Canal  has  been  diverted  from  the  river.  Drainage  improve- 
ments have  also  been  made  at  Bartram’s-row,  Spring-road ; 
Black  Horse,  Marcham;  Noah’s  Ark,  Garford;  andatMarcham 
village  a sluice  has  been  fitted  for  flushing  the  road-side  ditch. 

Five  cottages  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  two  of 
which  at  Steventon  were  pulled  down  and  re-erected.  There  are 
still  reported  many  dilapidated  cottages  at  Bayworth,  Sunning- 
hill,  Radley,  Steventon,  Sutton,  and  Sandford,  which  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with  to  get  them  into  proper  condition. 

Throughout  the  year  the  district  has  been  remarkably  free 
from  zymotic  disease,  and  the  amount  of  illness  of  all  kinds 
recorded  in  the  pauper  sick  returns  was  equally  low,  amounting 
to  but  381  cases  in  all  (the  average  of  the  last  seven  years  being 
nearly  700)  84  of  which  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 
There  were  49  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints  amongst  the  sick 
poor,  nearly  all  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  diarrhoea.  No 
deaths  of  adults  resulted  from  any  of  the  diseases  of  this  class 
in  the  whole  district,  and  there  were  only  eight  of  children ; of 
whom  the  eldest  was  but  seven  years  of  age,  four  being  infants 
carried  off"  by  whooping  cough;  there  was  but  one  death  due 
to  each  of  the  following,  viz.,  measles,  diphtheria,  croup,  and 
diarrhoea.  The  fatal  attack  of  diphtheria  occurred  on  premises 
where  an  ill-kept  piggery  was  situated  near  the  back  of  the 
house;  this  was  removed  and  the  place  disinfected,  A few  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  came  under  observation,  chiefly  in  the  spring, 
and  later  on  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  was  reported  in  the 
Spring-road,  Abingdon,  at  a house  where  there  was  evidence 
of  the  use  of  impure  well  water,  although  a supply  was  laid  on 
to  the  premises  from  the  town  mains. 
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The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  196,  F.  216, 
total  409,  and  the  gross  number  of  deaths  was  202.  From  these 
eight  must  be  deducted  of  persons  dying  in  the  Abingdon  Union 
House,  whose  previous  residence  was  in  the  town,  while  two 
must  be  added  of  lunatics  dying  at  Moulsford  County  Asylum 
who  formerly  belonged  to  this  district.  The  corrected  number 
is  therefore  196 — M.  103,  F.  93  (or  less  than  half  the  births), 
and  the  death  rate  fell  to  14  5 per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation, much  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  this  district,  being  a 
diminution  of  2*0  per  1,000  on  the  average  yearly  rate  since 
1880,  and  of  nearly  4*0  per  1,000  on  that  for  the  year  1884 — 
see  Table  I. 

Reference  to  Tables  V and  VI  will  show  that,  comparing 
the  rates  for  this  district  with  the  corresponding  mean  rates 
for  all  the  districts  in  the  sanitary  combination,  the  birth 
rate  was  2 2 per  1,000  above  and  the  death  rate  nearly  as  much 
below  the  average,  while  the  percentage  proportion  of  corrected 
deaths  to  registered  births  was  only  47*9  % , or  nearly  10  % 
under  the  “ mean,”  and  the  lowest  rate  reached  by  any  district 
during  the  year.  The  proportion  to  births  of  infantile  deaths 
(those  occurring  in  the  first  year  of  life)  was  also  low,  being  -8 
under  the  corresponding  “mean.”  Similarly  the  low  zymotic 
death  rate  *6,  and  that  for  consumption  *7,  were  only  half  those 
of  the  general  average ; and  even  those  for  pulmonary  inflam- 
mations and  for  the  convulsive  and  wasting  diseases  of  children, 
though  less  distinctly  reduced,  were  lessened  to  a certain  extent, 
although  as  in  most  districts  they  jointly  account  for  a large 
percentage  (31*1  %)  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all 
ages,  while  nearly  74  % of  the  deaths  occurring  under  five 
years  of  age  were  due  to  them. 

It  must  however  be  admitted  that  whether  we  deal  only  with 
the  year’s  deaths  or  also  take  into  consideration  the  amount  of 
serious  zymotic  and  general  sickness  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained, the  record  of  the  district  for  the  past  year  was  excep- 
tionally good,  but  satisfactory  as  this  fact  is  too  much  reliance 
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must  not  be  placed  on  it  as  indicating'  an  equal  permanent 
improvement  in  its  sanitary  condition,  which  can  only  be  safely 
inferred  if  there  is  a steady  and  lasting  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  illness  and  death,  coupled  with  a continuous  searching  out 
and  removal  of  all  influences  that  tend  to  lower  health. 

As  regards  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred,  it  will  be  seen 
from  Table  V that  88,  or  nearly  45  % of  the  whole  number, 
was  amongst  persons  above  60,  of  whom  only  25  were  under 
70,  nearly  as  many  having  passed  their  eightieth  and  two  their 
ninetieth  birthday.  As  compared  with  the  general  average  for 
the  combined  districts  there  was  a slight  excess  in  the  per- 
centage to  deaths  at  all  ages  of  those  occurring  under  five 
years;  while  on  the  other  hand  only  26  % of  the  total  deaths 
occurred  between  the  ages  of  5 and  60,  as  against  a mean  rate 
of  36  % for  the  combination. 

Of  the  10  deaths  from  phthisis  six  occurred  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  40,  while  one  had  attained  his  seventieth  year  and 
another  was  an  infant  of  a year  old. 

Twenty-four  inquests  were  held  during  the  year ; as  regards 
13  of  the  number  the  verdict  was  death  from  natural  causes, 
one  was  a case  of  suicide,  and  the  remainder  were  due  to 
accidental  violence,  drowning,  or  exposure,  one  death  being 
occasioned  by  the  upsetting  of  a benzoline  lamp. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  Winship. 

The  inspector  of  this  district  reports  200  premises  as  examined 
by  him  during  the  year,  on  only  nine  of  which  nuisances  were 
discovered.  With  a single  exception  they  related  to  the  im- 
proper keeping  of  swine  and  were  abated  in  accordance  with 
the  notices  given. 
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I have  also  personally  satisfied  myself  from  time  to  time  as 
to  the  satisfactory  condition  in  which,  speaking-  generally,  the 
courts  and  alleys  are  now  kept.  In  one  case  where  I found 
that  since  my  previous  visit  the  ventilation  of  the  forecourts  had 
been  interfered  with  by  the  erection  of  a shed  thereon  by  the 
occupier,  the  structure  was  pulled  down  again  in  accordance 
with  my  advice. 

The  removal  of  ashes  and  refuse  has  been  properly  and 
systematically  attended  to,  and  the  bakehouses,  slaughter- 
houses, and  cowhouses  are  reported  as  regularly  inspected 
and  in  good  order. 

As  regards  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply  of  the 
district  I am  able  to  report  a certain  amount  of  progress,  28 
new  services  (supplying  78  houses)  having  been  put  in,  making 
a total  of  213  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Having  regard  however 
to  the  utterly  unreliable  and  unsatisfactory  character  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  well  waters  in  the  district,  to  which  I have 
so  often  previously  drawn  attention,  I cannot  but  regret  that 
the  rate  of  progress  is  so  slow. 

No  new  dwellinghouses  have  been  erected,  but  two  important 
works  of  a municipal  rather  than  of  a purely  sanitary  character 
have  been  commenced,  viz.,  the  construction  of  a new  cattle 
market  and  of  a corn  exchange. 

Fresh  complaints  having  again  been  made  relative  to  the 
irritating  and  offensive  vapours  given  off  from  Messrs.  Webb 
6°  Son’s  barley  roasting  works  in  Ock-street,  proceedings 
were  taken  before  the  borough  justices,  and  the  case  was  heard 
at  the  beginning  of  September.  A conviction  was  obtained 
and  an  order  made  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

The  pauper  sick  returns  show  103  cases,  of  which  23  were 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  as  coming  under  treatment 
during  the  twelve  months,  the  only  zymotic  complaints  in  the 
list  being  three  attacks  of  diarrhoea;  in  fact  hardly  any  zymotic 
illness  has  been  reported  during  the  year,  nor  has  there  been  a 
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single  death  from  any  complaint  of  the  kind.  My  attention 
was  called  to  the  appearance  of  scarlet  fever  at  the  Police 
Station,  where  I found  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  fault  and 
the  water  supply  impure.  The  town  water  was  laid  on  and  the 
necessary  improvements  effected,  and  careful  isolation  being 
maintained  there  was  not  any  spread  of  infection.  At  a com- 
paratively new  and  good  house  in  the  more  open  part  of  the 
town  an  attack  of  simple  continued  fever  was  reported,  but  it 
went  no  further;  a sample  of  the  drinking  water  was  submitted 
to  examination  by  me,  but  it  proved  to  be  fairly  good. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  163  (M.  87,  F.  76) 
and  the  deaths  91.  To  these  must  be  added  eight  of  those 
which  occurred  in  the  Union  House  as  having  previously  re- 
sided in  the  urban  area.  The  corrected  number  is  therefore 
99  (M.  50,  F.  40)  or  18  fewer  than  in  1884,  being  exactly  the 
mortality  occasioned  by  the  scarlet  fever  outbreak  of  that  year 
in  the  district.  The  births  also  were  less  numerous  by  nine, 
the  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  being  287 
and  the  corrected  death  rate  17*4,  both  a little  above  the  general 
average  for  all  the  districts  in  the  sanitary  combination — see 
Tables  I,  IV,  V,  and  VI. 

It  will  also  be  seen  on  reference  to  these  tables  that  the 
relative  rates  and  percentages  of  total  mortality  from  consump- 
tion, pulmonary  affections,  and  the  wasting  and  convulsive 
diseases  of  children  were  in  no  case  materially  above  the 
corresponding  mean  rates  for  the  year,  while  as  regards  some 
they  were  below  it.  Two-thirds  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the 
first  and  fourth  quarters,  and  mainly  in  the  last  two  months 
of  each. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  one  being  on  a case 
of  “murder/’  two  of  “accident,”  and  the  rest  “death  from 
natural  causes.” 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  S.  Johns. 

In  consequence  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Withers  from  the 
position  of  inspector  of  nuisances  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  on  account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  S.  Johns  was  appointed 
as  his  successor  and  took  over  the  duty  about  Midsummer. 
The  return  furnished  by  him,  and  given  in  Table  III,  relates 
only  to  the  work  done  in  the  district  since  that  date.  He  reports 
570  premises  as  inspected,  on  90  of  which  nuisances  mostly  of 
a minor  character  were  discovered,  all  of  which  were  abated 
in  accordance  with  his  advice,  formal  notice  not  being  found 
necessary  in  any  instance,  although  34  of  the  number  were 
reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

During  the  year  the  North  Hagbourne  drainage  question  has 
again  come  up  for  consideration,  as  after  the  enquiry  held  in 
1884  by  Mr.  Codrington,  the  Local  Government  Board  refused 
to  sanction  the  formation  of  a special  drainage  district  to 
deal  with  the  matter,  and  it  therefore  remained  for  a time  in 
abeyance.  A plan  was  however  prepared  by  Mr.  Johns  which, 
after  examination  and  approval  by  myself,  was  submitted  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  subsequently  to  a local  committee, 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  adopt  the  earth  closet  system  for 
the  place  (provision  being  made  for  the  regular  scavenging 
of  the  same)  and  to  provide  drains  for  carrying  off  the  surface 
water  and  slop  drainage  only,  to  be  dealt  with  either  by  filtra- 
tion through  land  or  by  irrigation  before  it  passed  away  into 
the  ditches.  No  decision  however  had  been  come  to  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

At  North  Moreton  the  pond  so  long  complained  of  has  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  out,  although  a certain  amount  of  drainage 
could  still  enter  it  from  adjoining  premises.  Arrangements 
were  however  in  progress  for  cutting  this  off  entirely,  as  also 
for  filling  in  a portion  of  the  pond  (and  for  carrying  any  over- 
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flow  off*  by  the  ditches)  by  which  this  part  of  the  village  would 
be  rendered  healthier  and  the  road  considerably  improved  in 
convenience  and  safety. 

At  Warborough,  where  the  discharge  of  drainage  into  the 
road-side  ditch  from  adjoining  premises  has  so  long  been  a 
cause  of  complaint,  a meeting  of  the  owners  of  the  property  has 
been  held,  which  will  probably  result  in  their  agreeing  to  cut  off 
the  drainage  from  the  ditch  and  to  dispose  of  it  on  their  own 
premises.  At  Crowmarsh,  where  also  drainage  to  the  ditch  has 
long  been  from  time  to  time  a cause  of  nuisance,  the  owner  has 
taken  the  matter  in  hand  and  proposes  to  lay  a twelve  inch  pipe 
drain  where  required. 

There  has  been  in  this  as  in  the  majority  of  the  other  districts 
of  the  sanitary  combination,  but  little  serious  illness  of  a zymotic 
character,  and  out  of  87  “ new  cases  ” of  pauper  sickness  (of 
which  only  seven  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age)  the 
only  attacks  of  this  nature  were  three  of  diarrhoea  and  one 
of  measles. 

In  March  scarlet  fever  made  its  appearance  at  Cholsey  and 
and  at  South  Moreton,  and  seven  or  eight  cases  were  reported. 
The  usual  precautions  being  adopted  there  was  not  any  further 
spread  of  infection,  and  no  death  occurred. 

A few  diphtheritic  attacks  have  come  to  my  knowledge  at 
South  Moreton  and  at  Long  Wittenham,  one  or  two  of  which 
were  associated  with  the  scarlet  fever  just  referred  to.  No 
special  insanitary  conditions  existed  on  the  premises  thus  in- 
vaded, but  three  cases  proved  fatal. 

Measles  appeared  at  East  Hagbourne  in  July,  and  in  October 
it  broke  out  at  North  and  at  South  Moreton,  as  also  at  North 
Hagbourne  and  Brightwell.  The  complaint  spread  although 
the  schools  were  closed,  but  as  usual  the  outbreak  ran  its  course 
rapidly,  coming  to  an  end  in  each  village  in  succession  in  the 
course  of  a few  weeks.  Three  deaths  resulted  therefrom. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  317 
(M.  157,  F.  160),  the  deaths  being  195,  but  31  of  the  32  which 
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occurred  in  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum  were  of  non-residents  in 
the  district  prior  to  admission  thereto.  Deducting  these,  and 
per  contra  adding  17  of  persons  dying  in  the  Union  House  and 
one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  who  have  to  be  credited  to  it,  we 
have  as  the  corrected  number  181  (M.  92,  F.  89)  which  gives  a 
rate  of  16  8 per  rooo  of  the  population  estimated  to  the  middle 
of  the  year  (or  1*3  below  that  of  1884)  the  birth  rate  being  28*2. 
Both  rates  were  nearly  the  same  as  the  corresponding  averages 
for  the  combined  districts.  The  proportion  borne  by  the 
infantile  mortality  both  to  the  births  (7*9)  and  to  the  deaths  at 
all  ages  (13*8)  was  exceedingly  low  (see  Table  V)  and  only  a 
fifth  of  the  total  corrected  deaths  occurred  amongst  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  while  nearly  46  % were  of  persons 
above  60,  the  mortality  at  all  ages  being  equal  to  57*1  % of  the 
registered  births. 

There  were  not  any  deaths  of  adults  from  zymotic  disease 
excepting  two  of  old  persons  caused  by  diarrhoea.  I have 
already  referred  to  the  others  resulting  from  complaints  of  this 
class  during  the  year,  the  death  rate  was  only  *9  per  1,000. 
Consumption  accounted  for  twelve  deaths,  with  a rate  of  i*i, 
and  pulmonary  inflammations  for  27  (the  majority  of  which 
occurred  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year)  the  rate  being  15. 
There  were  23  deaths  of  children  from  wasting  and  convulsive 
diseases,  with  a rate  of  2‘0 — see  Tables  IV,  V,  and  VI.  Six 
of  these  occurred  within  a week  after  birth. 

The  proportionate  percentage  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
due  to  these  classes  of  disease  respectively  will  be  found  in 
Table  VI,  and  in  each  case  they  are  somewhat  below  the  mean 
rates  for  the  combination. 

Of  the  10  inquests  held  during  the  year  other  than  those  on 
deaths  occurring  in  Moulsford  Asylum,  four  were  due  to 
accident  or  drowning,  one  to  suicide,  and  the  remainder  to 
natural  causes, 
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WALLINGFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  S.  Goldsmith. 

The  inspector  of  this  district  returns  150  premises  as  visited  by 
him  during  the  year,  on  40  of  which  nuisances  were  found 
existing,  which  wrere  abated  in  accordance  with  the  notices 
served — see  Table  III.  Fifty  additional  earth  closets  have  been 
introduced,  and  some  extensions  of  the  drains  for  carrying  off 
surface  water  have  been  laid.  He  also  reports  the  dairies  as 
regularly  visited  weekly,  and  the  slaughterhouses,  cowhouses, 
piggeries,  and  bakeries  once  a month.  The  works  for  the 
new  water  supply  were  completed  early  in  the  summer,  and  in 
addition  to  the  public  stand-pipes  services  were  laid  on  to  29 
houses  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  amount  of  pauper  sickness  was  practically  zzz7,  only  five 
cases  in  all,  and  no  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints  were  reported 
to  me,  nor  were  any  deaths  registered  as  resulting  from  this 
class  of  diseases. 

Sixty-seven  births  (M.  34,  F.  33)  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  57  deaths.  From  the  latter  16  of  the  17  deaths  in  the 
Union  House  must  be  deducted  as  well  as  the  only  one  which 
occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  the  previous  residence  having 
been  in  the  rural  area.  The  corrected  deaths  were  therefore 
40  in  number  (M.  20,  F.  20),  equal  to  a rate  of  153  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  the  birth  rate  being  257.  Reference  to 
Table  V will  shew  that  both  of  these  are  below  the  correspond- 
ing averages  for  the  sanitary  combination — the  birth  rate 
markedly  so,  it  being  the  lowest  of  any  district  included  in  it. 

I have  again  to  record  comparatively  high  rates  for  the 
mortality  occasioned  by  consumption  (2-3)  and  for  the  wasting 
and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  (3*8),  both  being  much 
above  the  mean  of  the  year,  and  pointing,  when  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  relatively  high  percentage  of  total  deaths 
occurring  under  five  years  of  age  (see  Tables  V and  VI),  to 
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“ a lowered  vitality  depending-  in  no  small  degree  on  defective 
sanitary  conditions  and  surroundings.”  All  the  deaths  from 
consumption  occurred  under  the  age  of  45  years. 

Only  one  inquest  was  held  on  a sudden  death  from  “ natural 
causes.” 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sub-District  I. — Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  W.  E.  Bunce. 

Sub-District  II. — ,,  ,,  Mr.  J.  Ford. 

The  inspector  of  No.  1 Sub-District  reports  that  61 1 premises 
were  visited  during  1885,  and  that  ordinary  nuisances  were 
discovered  on  283,  which  were  abated  by  the  end  of  the 
year  as  regarded  235  of  the  number,  only  12  formal  notices 
having  been  necessary — see  Table  III.  Nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  matters  dealt  with  related  to  foul  closets  and  drains,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  remainder  to  dirty,  overcrowded,  or  dilapi- 
dated houses  (mostly  the  last  named)  and  to  animals  improperly 
kept. 

Nearly  40  earth  closets  have  been  brought  into  use  and  31 
new  houses  have  been  erected  in  accordance  with  the  building 
bye-laws,  17  at  Tilehurst  and  14  at  Mortimer. 

At  Burghfield  my  attention  having  been  drawn  to  a group  of 
cottages  belonging  to  Mr.  Duckett,  some  of  which  were  so 
dilapidated  as  to  be  barely  habitable,  while  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  all  were  very  defective,  the  tenements  have 
been  put  into  good  repair  and  earth  closets  provided.  As  also 
at  Kidgell’s  Cottages,  Pangbourne,  where  hitherto  the  closets 
have  always  been  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  but  at  these 
last  special  arrangements  as  to  scavenging  were  necessary, 
as  there  is  not  any  garden  ground  attached  to  the  premises 
on  which  the  contents  could  be  utilized. 

In  No.  2 Sub-District  the  number  of  premises  inspected 
amounted  to  262,  nuisances  being  found  to  exist  on  176,  of 


which  all  but  four  were  abated  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Of 
these  44  related  to  foul  closets  and  drains,  nearly  50  to  cottages 
in  bad  order  or  animals  ill  kept,  and  there  were  over  60  of  a 
miscellaneous  character.  In  this  sub-division  19  earth  closets 
have  been  introduced,  making  a total  of  nearly  60  for  the  whole 
district  during  the  year. 

Five  samples  of  drinking  water  have  been  submitted  to 
analysis  by  me,  three  of  them  on  account  of  zymotic  illnesses 
occurring  where  they  were  in  use.  Of  these  two  proved  to  be 
fairly  pure,  the  third  however  being  exceedingly  polluted,  as 
also  was  one  of  the  other  two  analysed  both  of  which  came 
from  a dairy  farm,  the  second  being  from  a tube  well  driven 
on  the  premises  the  supply  from  which  was  unsatisfactory  in 
quality. 

As  regards  zymotic  diseases,  no  case  either  of  small  pox  or 
of  the  continued  fevers  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  most 
of  the  illness  included  under  this  heading  has  been  limited  to 
outbreaks  of  measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  diphtheria  affecting 
children  and  young  persons.  These  have  appeared  from  time 
to  time  in  different  parts  of  the  district.  The  outbreaks  have 
been  of  mild  type  with  the  exception  of  the  diphtheritic  attacks, 
these  last  being  of  a much  severer  character  generally,  though 
for  the  most  part  limited  to  single  tenements  or  small  groups  of 
cottages.  As  regards  scarlet  fever  the  exceptional  mildness  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  attacks  that  occurred  near  Bucklebury 
made  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  check  the  spread  of  the  com- 
plaint as  the  parents  persisted  in  considering  many  of  the  cases 
“rose  rash,”  ignoring  all  sanitary  precautions  and  not  having 
any  medical  advice  for  their  children.  This  complaint  was 
first  reported  in  the  district  at  Pangbourne  Hill  in  February. 
In  April  and  all  through  May  it  prevailed  extensively  through- 
out Bucklebury  parish,  for  the  most  part  in  an  unusually  mild 
form  as  already  stated.  It  was  probably  introduced  from 
Wantage  Union,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  its  rapid  spread  in 
the  parish  was  due  to  the  association  of  the  children  at  school, 
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some  of  the  children  at  the  schoolhouse  being*  attacked  early 
in  the  outbreak,  but  the  nature  of  the  complaint  not  being-  at 
first  recog-nized  there  was  some  delay  in  getting  the  schools 
closed,  while  subsequently  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  obtain 
information  of  or  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  cases  that  were 
heard  of,  mainly  because  of  the  “rose  rash”  notion — which  was 
so  popular  among  the  parents  and  resulted  in  the  concealment 
of  no  small  part  of  the  attacks  that  really  occurred,  very  few  of 
which  were  of  a serious  character,  two  only  ending  fatally.  One 
of  these  was  at  an  inn  on  Bucklebury  Common,  where  I found 
the  sanitary  arrangements  were  faulty  and  the  water  supply 
excessively  polluted.  The  observance  of  very  stringent  pre- 
cautions was  insisted  upon  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  by 
means  of  customers  coming  to  the  house  in  this  as  in  every 
case  where  the  complaint  appeared  at  an  inn  or  shop,  the 
system  of  drainage  was  also  entirely  rearranged  and  the  well 
thoroughly  cleaned  out. 

The  complaint  also  made  its  appearance  twice  at  Mortimer, 
in  May  and  again  in  August,  but,  being  reported  at  once  and 
proper  precautions  taken  to  stop  its  spread,  only  a very  few 
families  were  attacked,  and  there  was  but  a single  death. 

Several  very  limited  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  have  occurred, 
and  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  eight  young  persons  and  children 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  first  attack  was  reported  in  a 
cottage  near  Aldermaston  Brewery,  the  situation  being  damp 
and  with  some  foul  surface  drainage  near  one  of  the  windows. 
The  child,  always  a delicate  one,  died.  It  had  attended  the 
same  school  as  the  next  child  attacked,  who  lived  at  Padworth 
in  a healthy  good  cottage,  isolated  and  well  drained.  On  ex- 
amining the  school  the  (earth)  closets  were  found  badly  kept, 
and  the  water  supply  proved  on  analysis  to  be  in  some  measure 
unsatisfactory.  The  complaint  did  not  spread  and  the  necessary 
works  were  carried  out  at  the  respective  premises. 

The  next  fatal  attack — one  of  three  in  the  cottage,  which  was 
fairly  well  kept,  and  in  a very  dry,  open,  and  healthy  part  of 
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Sulhampstead — occurred  at  the  end  of  April.  No  exposure  to 
infection  could  in  any  way  be  traced,  but  the  water  supply  was 
liable  to  fouling  by  drainage  from  an  adjoining  pigsty.  This 
was  remedied  and  the  pigsty  disused.  Dampness  of  situation 
and  unsatisfactory  sanitary  arrangements  generally,  obtained 
in  the  next  case  which  occurred  in  August  at  a completely 
isolated  cottage  in  a wood  near  Aldermaston.  Here  also  it 
was  impossible  to  connect  the  infant’s  attack  (which  ended 
fatally)  with  any  exposure  to  infection.  At  about  the  same 
time,  and  extending  on  till  October,  a small  series  of  cases 
occurred  at  various  cottages  on  Goring  Heath,  resulting  in 
four  deaths.  There  was  not  any  traceable  connection  between 
them  other  than  this,  that  owing  to  the  long  continuance  of 
dry  weather  the  water  supply  of  the  locality  was  scanty  in 
quantity  and  indifferent  in  purity,  and  further  that  there  were 
a good  many  throat  cases  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a suspicious 
though  indefinite  character.  One  or  two  of  the  cottages  were 
rather  densely  occupied  as  well  as  damp,  and  in  a somewhat 
unsatisfactory  condition  as  regards  filth  removal,  but  these 
remarks  did  not  apply  to  the  others. 

As  regards  measles,  in  January  and  June  it  broke  out  to  a 
small  extent  at  Tilehurst,  and  in  August  and  September  at 
Burghfield,  Whitechurch,  and  again  at  Tilehurst;  while  a little 
later  in  the  year  there  was  a general  and  rather  persistent 
outbreak  at  Bradfield,  the  infection  being  apparently  brought 
from  Reading  by  a child  attending  one  of  the  schools  in  the 
town.  It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  parish  schools  for 
some  weeks,  and  the  complaint  proved  fatal  to  two  of  the 
children  in  the  Union  House  who  were  attacked.  Seven  deaths 
in  all  resulted  from  the  complaint  during  the  year,  which,  with 
one  from  croup  and  seven  from  infantile  and  senile  diarrhoea, 
make  up,  with  those  already  commented  upon,  the  year’s  zymotic 
mortality  in  the  district. 

The  pauper  sick  returns  include  but  17  cases  of  all  kinds,  of 
which  three  only  were  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and 
two  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints. 
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The  births  registered  were  588  (M.295,  F.293)  and  the  deaths 
294,  to  which  must  be  added  1 1 of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district,  of  whom  seven  died  in  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  mostly 
(five)  from  accidental  injuries,  and  four  in  Moulsford  Lunatic 
Asylum.  One  death  of  a visitor  from  Reading  has  to  be 
deducted,  and  the  correct  mortality  amounts  therefore  to  304 — 
M.  164,  F.  140;  the  respective  yearly  rates  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  being  births  31*4,  deaths  16*2 — the  first 
3*3  above,  and  the  last  0*3  under  the  mean  of  the  districts 
included  in  the  sanitary  combination  for  the  year — see  Table  V. 

The  zymotic  mortality  already  described  amounted  to  26  in 
all,  or  8 6 % of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  included  only 
four  adults  whose  deaths  were  due  to  senile  diarrhoea.  The 
death  rate  was  1*4  per  1,000,  a little  above  the  “mean”  for 
the  year. 

Sixteen  persons  died  of  consumption,  which  was  5*3  % of  the 
entire  mortality  and  the  death  rate  0*9,  being,  with  those  of 
Abingdon  Rural  District,  the  lowest  rates  for  the  year — see 
Table  VI. 

Forty-four  deaths  resulted  from  lung  inflammations  (of  which 
nearly  half  occurred  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year)  a 
fourth  being  infants  and  young  children,  and  half,  aged  persons; 
the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  accounted  for  48;  thus  over  30  % of  the  total  deaths  were 
due  to  these  two  classes  of  disease,  the  rates  of  which  were  2*3 
and  2*6  respectively — see  Table  VI. 

Reference  to  Table  V will  show  that  the  ages  at  which  death 
took  place  in  this  district  varied  but  little  from  the  mean  dura- 
tion of  life  in  the  sanitary  combination. 

In  addition  to  the  five  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who 
died  in  Reading  Hospital  from  injuries,  six  inquests  were  held 
on  deaths  thus  occasioned,  while  there  were  four  cases  of 
“drowning,”  three  of  “suicide,”  and  four  of  sudden  death 
from  “natural  causes.” 
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Of  the  21  deaths  in  the  Union  House  only  four  were  of 
females,  three  of  whom  were  over  80,  13  of  the  males  being 
between  65  and  85  ; and  of  the  124  persons  dying  in  the  district 
during  the  year  at  ages  above  60  (being  nearly  41  % of  the 
total  mortality)  all  but  33  were  over  70,  the  same  number  being 
above  80  years  of  age. 


COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  G.  Millin. 

The  return  for  the  year  of  the  inspector  of  this  district  shows 
52  premises  inspected  and  23  ordinary  nuisances  (mostly  foul 
closets  and  ditches)  abated — see  Table  III. 

Complaint  having  been  made  of  an  alleged  nuisance  at  Bray 
Wick  Grove,  said  to  be  caused  by  an  alteration  of  the  height 
of  the  hatches  regulating  the  flow  of  a stream  that  traverses  the 
property  of  the  complainant  as  it  comes  from  Holyport,  I 
examined  the  course  of  the  stream  for  some  distance  above  and 
below  the  same,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  discharge  of 
sewage  or  other  offensive  matter  into  it,  and  I was  unable  to 
detect  any  nuisance  calling  for  the  action  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority.  I reported  in  that  sense  to  the  Board.  My  attention 
was  also  called  to  the  condition  of  a ditch  adjoining  Mr.  Price’s 
school  at  Holyport,  adjoining  which  was  a large  dead-well  into 
which  the  house  sewage,  &c.,  discharged.  It  was  said  that  the 
sewage  was  allowed  to  escape  into  the  ditch,  and  I found  a 
communication  by  which  this  might  occur,  but  was  assured  that 
the  sewage  in  question  was  regularly  pumped  out  of  the  dead- 
well  every  night  and  conveyed  to  a field  near  for  irrigation 
thereon.  I advised  that  the  overflow  be  so  altered  that  no 
escape  of  sewage  into  the  ditch  could  possibly  occur.  I also 
found  that  a direct  communication  existed  between  the  closets 
at  the  Holyport  National  Schools  and  the  ditch  surrounding 
the  same,  and  I advised  the  Authority  to  require  the  pipes  to 
be  removed  forthwith. 


With  the  one  exception  of  measles,  which  was  very  prevalent 
in  the  district  during  the  early  part  of  the  year — causing  the 
deaths  of  nine  infants  and  young  children  in  the  spring  quarter, 
there  was  not  any  serious  outbreak  of  zymotic  illness  during 
the  twelvemonth.  During  the  late  spring  and  early  summer  a 
few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  of  a mild  type  occurred  at  Cookham 
and  Cookham  Dean,  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the 
infected  families  from  mixing  with  other  persons,  and  infection 
did  not  spread  to  any  material  extent,  nor  were  any  of  the 
attacks  fatal. 

Diphtheria  was  reported  twice  during  the  year  at  Cookham 
Dean,  and  one  child  five  years  of  age  died ; I found  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  one  of  the  cottages  exceedingly  unsatisfactory 
as  regards  dampness  of  site,  general  dirt  and  disrepair,  foulness 
of  the  closet,  with  considerable  overcrowding  of  the  one  bed- 
room, and  notice  was  served  on  the  owner  to  remedy  the  same. 

My  attention  was  also  called  to  the  illness  of  three  female 
servants  removed  to  their  homes  in  this  district  from  an  ill-drained 
school  at  Maidenhead  where  they  had  been  in  service.  Their 
attacks  were  therefore  assumed  to  have  resulted  from  exposure 
to  drain  air  and  to  scarlatinal  or  to  quasi-diphtheritic  infection 
(a  group  of  suspicious  throat  cases  having  occurred  amongst  the 
pupils),  but  on  carefully  sifting  the  facts  it  appeared  that  one  was 
suffering  from  lung  troubles  of  long  standing,  and  the  others  (who 
were  two  sisters)  had  acute  rheumatism,  with  heart  complica- 
tions, following  somewhat  prolonged  exposure  to  wet  and  cold. 

The  “new  cases”  of  pauper  sickness  reported  in  the  weekly 
returns  were  496  in  number  (being  about  the  average  of  the 
last  few  years,  but  less  by  200  than  the  yearly  mean  from  1876 
to  1885,  inclusive)  and  included  137  children  under  five  years 
of  age.  There  were  nearly  50  cases  of  measles  and  six  each  of 
whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea,  with  one  of  diphtheria  and  one  of 
croup — but  not  any  of  small  pox,  scarlet  fever,  or  continued  fever. 

There  were  259  births  registered  during  the  year  (M.  132, 
F.  127)  and  152  deaths,  to  which  24  must  be  added  of  persons 
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belonging  to  the  district  whose  deaths  occurred  outside,  viz  : 

1 6 in  the  Union  House,  three  in  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum,  one 
in  Reading  Hospital,  and  four  in  Maidenhead  Cottage  Hospital, 
giving  a corrected  total  of  176 -M.  95,  F.  81 — see  Tables 
IV  A and  B.  The  respective  rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  were  births  29  4,  deaths  20'0.  On  reference  to 
Table  V it  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate  is  the  highest  for 
the  year  of  any  district  in  the  sanitary  combination,  and  37  in 
excess  of  the  “mean”  of  them  all.  This  however  is  chiefly 
due  to  increased  mortality  amongst  old  people,  especially  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  and  near  its  close,  47  % of  the  deaths  at 
all  ages  being  of  persons  above  60. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases — 15  in  all,  viz  : nine  from 
measles,  two  each  from  croup  and  diarrhoea,  and  one  each 
from  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough — were  all,  with  a single 
exception,  of  children,  of  whom  one  only  was  above  five  years 
of  age.  The  death  rate  for  this  class  was  17,  and  8*5  % of  the 
total  mortality  is  thus  accounted  for. 

Twelve  persons  died  from  consumption,  all  but  two  between 
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the  ages  of  15  and  50.  The  death  rate  was  1*4,  and  the  pro- 
portion to  deaths  from  all  causes  6-8  % — see  Table  VI. 

The  mortality  from  lung  inflammations  amounted  to  29 — a 
considerable  increase  on  that  of  1S84,  due  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year;  they  occasioned  16*5  % of  the 
total  deaths — being  at  the  rate  of  3*3  per  1,000. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  account  for  23  deaths  (in  which  are  included 
1 1 of  infants  who  died  within  the  first  month  from  general 
deficient  vitality)  being  13-1  % of  the  whole,  and  at  the  rate  of 
2 6 per  1,000,  or  nearly  twice  that  of  the  previous  year. 
Precisely  the  same  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  occurred 
amongst  infants  less  than  a year  old. 

Seventeen  inquests  were  held — six  on  deaths  by  “drowning,” 
one  was  a case  of  “suicide,”  in  six  death  resulted  from  “natural 
causes,”  and  in  the  rest  from  “accidental  injuries.” 
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MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  T.  Nash. 

Of  the  98  premises  which  are  reported  as  having  been  inspected 
in  this  district  by  the  inspector  of  nuisances  during  the  past 
year  ordinary  nuisances  of  various  kinds  were  discovered  on 
74,  all  of  which  have  been  abated — see  Table  III. 

He  also  reports  the  bakehouses  as  regularly  visited,  as  also 
the  slaughterhouses,  cowhouses,  and  piggeries,  as  to  which 
last  17  nuisances  have  been  abated  involving  the  removal  of 
the  swine  in  four  cases. 

As  regards  the  sewerage  of  the  district,  an  important  im- 
provement has  been  carried  out,  the  old  12-inch  sewer  from 
King-street  to  the  lower  outfall  having  been  replaced  by  an 
18-inch  main  sewer  for  1,600  feet,  and  provided  with  a capacious 
flushing  chamber.  A considerable  number  of  additional 
premises  have  been  connected  with  it,  and  the  ventilation  has 
been  improved  by  the  provision  of  four  more  ventilating  pipes, 
which  are  carried  up  the  walls  of  adjacent  buildings  above  the 
level  of  the  roofs.  Earth  closets  have  been  brought  into  use 
in  12  premises. 

I am  able  also  to  report  steady  progress  in  the  matter  of 
the  water  supply,  80  houses  having  been  newly  connected  with 
the  mains  of  the  water  company ; eight  tube  wells  have  also 
been  driven.  In  connection  with  this  work  I have  analysed 
17  samples  from  suspected  wells,  three  of  them  from  premises 
where  attacks  of  enteric  fever  had  occurred,  all  of  which  proved 
to  be  dangerously  fouled.  Of  the  entire  number,  three  only 
were  of  passable,  and  two  of  very  indifferent  quality,  while  all 
the  others  were  distinctly  polluted,  and  nine  of  them  to  a very 
large  extent.  Orders  were  issued  by  the  Authority  for  the 
closing  of  the  wells  thus  condemned. 

Although  the  district  has  been  comparatively  free  all  through 
the  year,  from  the  graver  zymotic  diseases — very  few  cases  of 
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which  have  been  reported,  and  one  only  that  proved  fatal  — 
measles,  which  had  broken  out  near  the  close  of  the  preceding- 
year,  prevailed  extensively  in  the  first  three  or  four  months  of 
1885,  concurrently  with  croup  and  whooping  cough,  resulting 
in  nearly  20  deaths,  three-fourths  of  which  were  infantile,  and 
the  remainder,  with  one  exception,  were  of  young  children. 

A single  case  of  small  pox  was  reported  at  the  beginning  of 
December,  the  man,  who  was  a tramp  who  had  come  direct 
from  Reading,  was  received  at  once  into  the  infectious  ward  at 
the  Union,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  infection  in  the  town. 

Diphtheria  has  only  once  come  to  my  knowledge,  the  attack 
proving  fatal  to  a child  of  five.  On  inspecting  the  premises,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  which  was  satisfactory,  nothing  was  dis- 
covered to  account  for  the  illness. 

At  the  school  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  Report  on 
Cookham  Rural  District,  a series  of  “ throat  cases  ” occurred, 
which  probably  resulted  from  the  defective  drainage  arrange- 
ments of  the  premises.  These  were  entirely  reconstructed  on 
a satisfactory  plan. 

Enteric  fever  has  appeared  in  the  district  on  three  occasions 
at  intervals  of  about  three  months,  the  attacks  being  limited  to 
single  persons  or  to  children  of  a single  family  living  respec- 
tively at  High-street,  Boyn-hill,  and  Reform-lane  (localities 
nearly  or  more  than  a mile  apart)  and  occurring  in  unsewered 
houses,  the  state  of  which  was  in  each  instance  found  to  be 
seriously  defective  both  as  regards  filth  disposal  and  water 
supply ; but  no  connection  could  be  discovered  between  the 
various  groups  of  cases,  nor  could  either  of  them  be  traced  to 
“ specific  ” infection  of  any  sort.  One  death  resulted  from  the 
disease.  All  the  polluted  wells  were  closed  and  the  company’s 
water  laid  on,  the  general  sanitary  arrangements  of  each 
premises  being  also  remodelled. 

Of  361  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness,  of  which  61  were  children 
under  five  years  old,  only  31  were  zymotic  attacks,  and  those 
mostly  of  measles  or  diarrhoea — see  Table  II, 
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The  year’s  registered  births  amounted  to  290  (M.  161,  F.  129) 
and  the  deaths  to  186,  20  of  which  occurred  in  the  Union  House 
or  the  Cottage  Hospital  of  persons  not  resident  in  the  district 
previous  to  admission— see  Tables  IV  A and  B.  Deducting  these, 
and  adding  one  of  a resident  who  died  in  Reading  Hospital,  we 
get  at  the  correct  number,  165  (M.  84,  F.  81),  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  18  3 per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  the 
birth  rate  being  32-2-- the  former  i*8  and  the  latter  4-1  above 
the  corresponding  mean  rates  for  all  the  districts  in  the  sanitary 
combination — see  Table  V. 

The  considerable  rise  (5-1  per  1,000)  in  the  death  rate  from 
that  of  1884 — see  Table  I (equivalent  to  an  increase  of  42  in 
the  corrected  mortality  of  the  year) — extended  to  some  extent 
to  persons  of  all  ages,  although  it  chiefly  affected  children  under 
five  and  the  elderly  and  aged;  the  special  causes  of  death 
being  measles,  lung  inflammations,  and  heart  complaints — 
affecting  particularly  the  first  and  fourth  quarters. 

The  deaths  from  all  zymotic  diseases  were  24,  equal  to  I4‘6  % 
of  those  from  all  causes  and  at  the  rate  of  27  per  1,000; 
although  this  is  more  than  double  the  corresponding  mean  rates 
for  the  year,  the  mortality  in  this  class  was  almost  wholly  con- 
fined to  infants  and  young  children  of  the  labouring  classes 
dying  during  the  inclement  early  spring  months  from  measles, 
whooping  cough,  and  croup. 

Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  consumption  and  20  to  lung  in- 
flammations, the  last  occurring  early  in  and  towards  the  close 
of  the  year.  The  respective  death  rates  were  1*3  and  2*2  per 
1,000,  and  their  percentage  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
7*3  % and  121  ^ — all  being  below  the  general  averages  of 
the  year. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  under  five 
accounted  for  24  deaths,  of  which  1 1 occurred  from  premature 
birth  or  deficient  vital  power  amongst  infants  less  than  a month 
old.  This  number  is  nearly  the  same  as  in  1884,  but  the  death 
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rate  (27)  and  the  percentage  to  total  mortality  (146  %)  are  a 
little  above  the  11  mean  ” for  the  combination. 

Of  32  deaths  in  the  Union  House  14  only  were  of  urban 
residents,  with  three  out  of  a total  of  seven  occurring  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital. 

Only  six  inquests  were  held — one  on  a case  of  “ suicide”  and 
two  on  deaths  from  “accident,”  “natural  causes”  accounted 
for  the  others. 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Isaac  Burgess. 

Of  the  341  premises  which  are  returned  by  the  nuisance  in- 
spector of  this  district  as  visited  by  him  during  1885,  nuisances 
were  discovered  on  136,  of  which  104  were  abated  by  the  end 
of  the  year — see  Table  III.  A large  proportion  of  these  related 
to  impure  or  defective  water  supply,  most  of  the  others  being 
closets  or  drains  in  bad  order,  or  animals  improperly  kept. 
The  earth  closet  system  has  been  adopted  on  17  premises,  and 
water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Wokingham  Company  has 
been  laid  on  to  eight. 

Thirty-nine  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  the  new  building  bye-laws,  and  at  Winkfield- 
street,  where  three  pairs  of  cottages  were  in  process  of  erection, 
additional  rain-water  storage  was  provided  in  accordance  with 
my  report  that  the  provision  originally  made  was  inadequate 
for  the  requirements  of  the  case. 

Of  nine  samples  which  have  been  submitted  to  analysis  by 
me  none  were  really  good,  and  only  one  was  found  “passable.” 
The  company’s  water  was  laid  on  to  two  houses,  three  of  the 
other  houses  became  untenanted,  and  nothing  had  been  done  in 
the  remaining  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

My  attention  was  again  called  to  Leslie’s  Cottages,  North- 
street,  Winkfield,  by  a case  of  overcrowding  reported  in  one  of 
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them.  After  inspecting  the  premises  I reported  to  the  Authority 
that,  besides  the  overcrowding  (which  has  since  been  abated), 
the  block  of  four  tenements  was  generally  in  defective  structural 
condition,  with  most  unsatisfactory  drainage  arrangements,  and 
an  utterly  bad  water  supply  from  a pond  receiving  surface 
drainage,  with  some  sewage  soakage  from  time  to  time.  I 
advised  that  they  should  be  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  in 
their  existing  condition.  Some  improvement  has  been  effected, 
but  the  inspector  reports  the  water  supply  as  not  remedied, 
and  I cannot  consider  that  what  has  been  done  meets  the 
necessities  of  the  case. 

At  Crowthorne,  Sandhurst,  complaint  was  made  to  me  of  a 
nuisance  alleged  to  arise  from  the  improper  keeping  of  a large 
quantity  of  animals  and  poultry  on  premises  abutting  on  the 
high  road,  the  overflow  drainage  of  which  it  was  asserted 
escaped  on  to  land  belonging  to  Wellington  College.  On 
inspection  I found  that  the  arrangements  made  for  the  keeping 
of  the  animals  had  been  very  inadequate,  but  they  were  recast 
and  the  nuisance  previously  occasioned  was  abated.  The 
alleged  drainage  overflow  turned  out  to  be  an  error. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
I,  in  November,  made  an  inspection  and  report  on  the  sewage 
farm  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Military  College  at  Sand- 
hurst, and  also  of  the  premises  of  the  “North  Camp  and  Farn- 
borough  Gas  Works  ” in  the  same  parish,  complaint  having 
been  made  of  the  escape  of  sewage  therefrom  into  the  river 
Blackwater.  I satisfied  myself  that  this  did  occur,  and  that 
sewage  from  both  places  did  get  into  the  stream,  but  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  the  inspector  reports  nothing  done  to  remedy 
the  default. 

Although  the  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases  has  been  very 
small  in  amount  and  exclusively  confined  to  infants  or  very 
young  children,  with  the  exception  of  two  adults  dying  from 
diarrhoea,  there  have  been  several  limited  outbreaks  of  com- 
plaints of  this  class,  chiefly  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  scattered 
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about  the  district,  and  especially  of  the  first  named  at  Warfield 
and  Winkfield  during-  the  autumn.  Of  the  475  new  cases  of 
pauper  sickness  occurring  during  the  year  (see  Table  II),  83 
being  children  under  five  years  old,  37  were  zymotic  attacks 
mostly  affecting  children. 

In  January  small  pox  appeared  in  a house  in  the  main  road 
at  Ascot,  the  sanitary  condition  of  which  was  found  to  be  un- 
satisfactory, and  was  subsequently  remedied.  The  infection 
was  brought  down  from  Rotherhithe,  London,  but  a trained 
nurse  being  placed  in  charge  of  the  patient,  and  the  other  usual 
precautions  taken,  the  spread  of  infection  was  prevented  and 
the  mischief  limited  to  three  attacks  in  the  one  family. 

Enteric  fever  has  been  reported  on  two  occasions,  the  first 
at  the  end  of  May  in  an  isolated  cottage  at  Chavey  Down,  Wink- 
field,  where  two  persons  in  one  family  had  the  complaint.  The 
condition  of  the  closet  and  drains  was  extremely  bad,  but  the 
water  supply  on  analysis  proved  to  be  of  “ passable  ” quality. 
Earth  closets  were  provided  and  entirely  new  drainage  arrange- 
ments carried  out,  and  careful  precautions  successfully  main- 
tained to  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading.  Another  case 
occurred  in  October  at  Bullbrook,  followed  by  a second  attack 
two  months  later  in  the  same  family.  The  cottage  was  dirty, 
damp,  and  in  poor  sanitary  order,  the  water  supply  being  from 
the  brook,  the  unreliability  of  which  for  drinking  purposes  I 
have  so  frequently  urged. 

A few  sporadic  cases  of  diphtheria  have  also  been  reported 
at  Bullbrook,  at  Crowthorn,  and  Easthampstead.  In  one  case 
the  sanitary  fittings  were  very  bad  and  the  house  damp  from 
want  of  eaves  guttering.  The  necessary  works  were  carried  out. 

Scarlet  fever  was  first  reported  in  Binfield  parish  during  May, 
but  no  further  attacks  came  to  my  knowledge  until  August, 
when  a series  of  cases  occurred  in  different  parts  of  Warfield 
and  also  in  Winkfield  parish.  The  infection  was  most  probably 
spread,  in  the  first  instance,  through  the  attendance  at  school  of 
children  from  infected  families.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of 
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the  school  at  Hailey  Green  were  found  to  be  very  defective : the 
cesspit  overflows  and  slop  drainage  passing  into  a ditch  in  the 
rear  of  the  school  premises.  This  was  abolished  and  a 
cemented  and  ventilated  cesspit,  with  properly  constructed 
drain  thereto,  was  provided.  The  year  was  nearly  at  an  end 
before  the  outbreak  terminated,  but  no  attack  proved  fatal 
whether  of  this  or  the  other  complaints  already  referred  to. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  353  in  number 
(M.  156,  F.  197)  and  the  total  deaths  199,  from  which  must  be 
deducted  those  of  13  inmates  of  Broadmoor  Lunatic  Asylum 
and  one  person  in  the  Priory  Convalescent  Hospital  not  belong- 
ing to  the  district.  On  the  other  hand  three  residents  in  it  died 
in  Reading  Hospital.  The  corrected  deaths  were  therefore 
188  (M.  104,  F.  84)  and  the  respective  yearly  rates  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  (13,100)  were  consequently,  births 
26-9,  deaths  14-3.  Both  of  these  are  about  2’0  per  1,000  under 
the  mean  of  the  entire  sanitary  combination,  the  percentage  of 
deaths  from  all  causes  to  births  being  533  °/0i  which  also  is  con- 
siderably under  the  general  average  of  the  combined  districts 
— see  Table  V. 

The  entire  mortality  from  zymotic  complaints  was  10,  being 
one  from  measles  and  three  each  due  to  croup,  whooping  cough, 
and  diarrhoea.  These  diseases  account  for  only  5*3  % of  the 
entire  mortality,  and  the  death  rate  per  i,ooo  was  but  -8. 

The  corrected  deaths  include  15  from  consumption,  three 
being  children  or  young  persons,  and  the  remainder  between 
the  ages  of  30  and  50.  The  proportion  of  total  deaths  due  to 
this  disease  was  8 % and  the  death  rate  i*i. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  occasioned  36  deaths,  of  which  21 
were  of  infants  and  children  under  five  years  old.  Two- thirds 
of  these  occurred  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year — as 
was  the  case  in  nearly  all  the  districts  in  the  combination,  and 
nearly  20  % of  the  year’s  mortality  is  included  under  this 
heading,  the  death  rate  being  2*7 — see  Table  VI. 
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The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  also  account  for  nearly  15  % of  the  mortality,  28 
deaths  being  thus  certified,  16  of  which  occurred  among  pre- 
maturely born  or  feeble  infants  who  died  for  the  most  part 
when  only  a few  days  old.  The  death  rate  was  2*1. 

This  proportionate  excess  of  mortality  among  infants  and 
young  children  explains  the  relatively  small  percentage  of  the 
deaths  above  60  years  of  age,  which  amounted  to  only  30*9  % 
of  the  whole,  while  35  * 1 % occurred  under  five  years  of  age. 

Eleven  inquests  were  held,  exclusive  of  those  on  patients 
dying  in  Broadmoor;  the  verdicts  were  death  from  natural 
causes  ” in  all  but  three  instances  where  death  resulted  from 
accidental  violence  or  drowning. 


WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  P.  J.  Byrne. 

The  inspector  of  this  district  reports  2,600  premises  as  examined 
in  detail  during  1885,  including  therein  special  surveys  (made 
by  the  direction  of  the  sanitary  authority)  of  the  greater  part 
of  Egham,  Clewer  New  Town,  Ascot  and  Sunninghill  Bogs, 
with  reference  to  water  supply  and  drainage. 

The  nuisances  reported  were  1,500  in  number,  more  than  half 
of  which  related  to  deficient  or  impure  water;  and  300  relating 
to  foul  closets  or  drains,  to  dirty  and  dilapidated  houses,  or  to 
ill-kept  animals,  besides  200  of  bad  water  supply,  were  abated 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

I have  submitted  86  water  samples  to  quantitative  analysis, 
ten  of  which  were  from  Ascot  Bog  and  Sunninghill,  three  from 
Clewer  and  Dedworth,  and  the  rest  from  Egham  and  Thorpe, 
The  only  good  waters  among  them  were  two  taken  at  different 
times  and  localities  from  the  mains  of  the  Suburban  Water 
Company  in  Egham ; three  others  were  fairly  passable,  and 
twelve,  though  of  doubtful  purity,  would  have  escaped  absolute 
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condemnation.  The  other  sixty-nine  were  much  polluted,  and 
quite  unfit  for  domestic  use,  thirty  of  them  being  excessively  bad. 
Proceedings  were  taken  before  the  magistrates  to  obtain  orders 
for  the  closing  of  most  of  these  wells,  and  I gave  evidence  as  to 
the  impurity  of  the  water  obtained  from  them.  The  required 
orders  were  for  the  most  part  granted,  or  the  owners  consented 
to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  Authority,  and  the  inspector 
reports  nearly  40  as  having  been  closed  in  consequence,  services 
from  the  Company’s  mains  being  laid  on  in  about  30  cases;  but 
he  further  states  that  in  some  instances  no  steps  had  been  taken 
up  to  the  close  of  the  year  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  bench 
or  to  furnish  the  required  supply.  The  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  Dedworth  water  supply  was  also  again  reported  on  by 
me,  in  consequence  of  a request  from  the  Vestry  of  Clewer  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority  asking  them  to  take  steps  to  provide  for 
the  supply  of  the  locality.  By  the  end  of  the  year  one  (highly 
polluted)  pond  had  been  closed  to  public  use,  but  the  inspector 
states  that  nothing  further  having  been  yet  done  “if  anything 
the  people  are  worse  off  than  before.” 

In  all — 40  new  wells  were  sunk  (including  those  for  the  use  of 
the  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  during  the  year)  a supply 
from  the  Water  Company’s  mains  was  furnished  for  137,  and 
wells  were  cleaned  out  or  the  water  supply  otherwise  improved 
in  nearly  70  cases. 

Nearly  100  dilapidated  or  dirty  houses  have  been  put  into 
better  order,  and  six  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  a butcher 
for  a nuisance  which  I found  arose  from  his  allowing  the  filth 
from  his  slaughterhouse  at  Clewer  to  pass  into  an  adjoining 
ditch.  The  defendant  wTas  convicted  and  the  nuisance  abated 
by  the  drainage  being  cut  off,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  place  reconstructed.  I have  also  repotted  on  various 
nuisances  arising  from  time  to  time  from  defects  in  drainage, 
filth  deposits,  or  improper  keeping  of  animals  at  Egham  and 
Old  Windsor,  which  were  abated  in  accordance  with  my  advice. 
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The  question  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  watercourse 
passing  through  Clewer  Manor  and  the  ditch  at  the  side  of 
Lover’s  Walk,  has  again  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Authority  in  consequence  of  a complaint  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  the  nuisance  arising  therefrom.  Having 
been  instructed  to  reinspect  the  locality  I found  that,  although 
the  orders  made  by  the  Windsor  Bench  at  the  former  hearing 
of  the  case  had  been  complied  with  in  some  cases  (the  drains 
communicating  with  the  watercourse  being  cut  off  as  regarded 
those  properties)  others  of  the  defendants  had  failed  to  carry 
them  out,  so  that  the  nuisance  had  been  but  little  abated,  and 
practically  matters  were  in  much  the  same  state  as  before. 
I therefore  reported  in  this  sense  to  the  Authority  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  I again  pointed  out 
that  several  of  the  owners  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood 
were  placed  in  a position  of  much  difficulty  as  regarded  the 
disposal  of  their  sewage,  especially  in  the  case  of  most  of  the 
cottages,  where  owing  to  the  limited  space  of  ground  attached 
to  them  satisfactory  purification  or  utilization  of  the  sewage  on 
the  premises  was  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  that  no  sub- 
stantial remedy  was  available  short  of  the  provision  of  proper 
sewerage  for  the  locality.  Mr.  Ripley,  of  Bracknell,  was  in- 
structed by  the  Authority  to  report  on  the  best  method  of  dealing 
with  this  question — which  he  did. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness 
(32  of  which  were  of  children  less  than  five  years  old)  were 
reported  to  me  in  the  returns  made  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians. 
They  included  27  zymotic  attacks,  being  one  of  continued  fever, 
two  of  scarlet  fever,  four  of  measles,  all  the  others  being 
whooping  cough  or  diarrhoea.  One  hundred  and  forty  certi- 
ficates were  received  from  medical  men  attending  zymotic  cases, 
principally  measles,  whooping  cough,  or  scarlet  fever. 

There  have  not  been  any  serious  outbreaks  of  this  class  of 
complaints  in  the  district,  but  from  time  to  time  single  attacks 
or  small  groups  of  cases  have  occurred,  in  consequence  of 
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which  40  premises  have  been  disinfected  by  the  inspector  or 
under  his  instructions. 

Small  pox  has  only  been  once  reported,  the  case,  which  was 
an  imported  one,  was  removed  to  the  Union  House  for  treatment. 

Diphtheria  has  occurred  several  times  and  occasioned  seven 
deaths — six  of  which  were  of  children,  living-  for  the  most  part  in 
the  lower  levels  of  Egham.  There  was  however  no  connection 
to  be  traced  between  any  of  them,  and  there  were  considerable 
intervals  of  time  between  most  of  them.  The  first  two  were  in 
February  at  opposite  ends  of  Egham.  As  regards  one  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  premises  (the  “ Glanty  ”)  was  extremely 
bad,  the  locality  itself  liable  to  floods,  the  cottage  dirty,  damp, 
and  very  dilapidated,  with  defective  closet  and  drainage 
arrangements.  As  a result  of  the  notices  served  this  state  of 
matters  was  considerably  improved,  but  the  situation  and 
general  character  of  the  tenements  is  such  that  at  their  best 
they  are  but  barely  habitable.  Nearly  all  the  other  attacks 
were  in  parts  of  Egham  where  the  subsoil  water  comes  very 
near  to  the  surface,  and  at  some  of  the  cottages  the  general 
sanitary  conditions  were  also  unsatisfactory — and  the  water  on 
analysis  proved  to  be  seriously  fouled. 

Although  a few  isolated  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  been  re- 
ported the  infection  has  not  spread  in  any  of  them ; but  four 
attacks  ended  fatally.  Two  of  these,  both  adults,  occurred  at 
Egham  during  March,  one  dying  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  to 
which  he  was  removed  from  Knowle-hill,  and  the  other  at 
Victoria-road ; the  water  supply  at  the  last-named  place  was 
very  impure.  At  Newington-place,  Clewer,  where  a child  died 
from  the  disease  in  April,  there  was  in  the  vicinity  a large 
accumulation  of  refuse  and  ashes,  the  drainings  from  which 
reached  a dirty  pond  hard  by.  There  was  not  any  connection 
between  either  of  these  attacks,  nor  were  they,  or  the  following 
one,  traced  to  direct  or  indirect  infection  from  any  other  case. 

The  fourth  death  was  that  of  a youth  employed  as  a railway 
porter  at  Ascot,  the  cottage,  situated  on  the  bog,  was  somewhat 
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overcrowded  (the  family  being  large),  its  water  supply  proved 
on  analysis  to  be  a good  deal  fouled,  and  the  general  sanitary 
arrangements  indifferent.  The  attack  was  absolutely  a solitary 
though  a clearly  marked  one,  and  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
ascertain  the  facts  the  lad  had  not  been  exposed  to  specific 
infection  in  any  way,  the  only  history  being  that  he  had  taken 
a chill  after  exposure  to  rain  and  getting  wet  through.  In  con- 
nection with  this  case  I made  a careful  and  detailed  inspection 
of  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Ascot  and  Sunninghill  Bogs,  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
to  whom  a complaint  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  part  of 
the  district  had  been  made.  This  matter  only  cropped  up 
towards  the  close  of  the  year,  and  as  my  enquiries  were  not 
concluded  by  that  date  it  is  needless  to  refer  to  the  matter  further 
in  this  report  than  to  state  that  I found  the  general  condition  of 
many  of  the  cottages  a good  deal  improved  as  compared  with 
their  state  at  the  time  of  my  previous  inspection  in  1884,  and 
that  while  much  still  remained  to  be  done  (especially  as  regarded 
several  of  the  older  tenements)  and  there  could  be  no  question 
but  that  the  water  supply  of  the  entire  locality  was  more  or  less 
unsatisfactory,  the  mortality  since  1880  has  been  exceedingly 
low  both  as  regards  zymotic  and  general  disease. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-one  births  were  registered  during 
the  year — M.  309,  F.  282 — and  the  total  deaths  were  336,  from 
which  33  have  to  be  deducted  from  those  occurring  in  the  Union 
House,  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  and  the  House  of  Mercy  as  being 
of  persons  belonging  either  to  the  Windsor  Urban  District  or 
hospital  patients  coming  from  London  or  from  other  parts  of  the 
country  (see  Table  IV  B).  As  the  death  of  a resident  in  the 
district  which  occurred  in  Reading  Hospital  has  to  be  added, 
the  corrected  mortality  was  304  (M.  178,  F.  126)  and  the  yearly 
rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  were,  births  27*6, 
deaths  14*2.  Both  of  these  are  considerably  under  the  cor- 
responding mean  rates  for  the  whole  sanitary  combination, 
while  the  death  rate  is  below  that  of  any  year  since  the  passing 
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of  the  Public  Health  Act,  as  it  is  also  the  lowest  for  1885  of  any 
of  the  combined  districts — see  Tables  I and  V. 

Reference  to  Table  V will  also  show  that  the  percentage 
proportion  of  corrected  deaths  at  all  ages  to  births  was  (in  this 
as  also  in  the  preceding  year)  6 % under  the  “ mean  ” rate, 
being  51-5  and  that  only  9 % of  the  children  born  died 
within  a year  of  birth,  while  of  these  rather  more  than  a fifth 
occurred  amongst  prematurely  born  or  feeble  infants  less  than 
a week  old.  On  the  other  hand  the  percentages  of  the  deaths  at 
all  ages  occurring  respectively  amongst  children  between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5,  and  adults  between  25  and  60,  were  a good 
deal  above  the  average,  while  that  of  persons  above  60  was 
7 % under  the  mean,  which  last  fact  may  probably  be  explained 
by  the  comparatively  large  proportion  of  persons  resident  in 
the  district  who  are  at  the  active  and  working  periods  of  life 
(between  25  and  60),  while  the  number  of  those  above  60  are 
relatively  under  the  average. 

Twenty-five  deaths,  or  8*2  % of  those  from  all  causes  and  in- 
cluding five  deaths  of  adults,  were  registered  as  resulting  from 
various  zymotic  diseases — see  Table  IV  B.  I have  already 
referred  to  the  most  important  of  these ; there  were  also  five 
due  to  measles,  three  to  whooping  cough,  four  to  diarrhoea,  two 
to  croup,  and  one  to  scarlet  fever.  The  death  rate  for  the  year 
being  1*2  per  1,000 — see  Table  VI. 

Of  a total  of  49  deaths  from  consumption  41  were  of  residents 
in  the  district,  being  13*5  % of  the  total  mortality  and  at  the 
rate  of  1 ’9  per  1 ,000. 

Lung  inflammations  accounted  for  66,  or  22*2  % of  the  total 
deaths  (including  28  of  children  under  five  years  of  age),  over 
30  of  which  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the  mor- 
tality falling  especially  upon  old  persons  who  could  not  bear  up 
against  the  inclemency  of  the  season — the  death  rate  was  3.1. 

Wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  proved  fatal  to  43  children 
under  five — being  14*2  % of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  the 
death  rate  was  2-0  per  1,000,  which  is  rather  below  the  average 
for  entire  combination. 
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Out  of  103  persons  dying  above  the  age  of  60,  49  were  under 
70  years  old,  37  being  between  70  and  80,  and  of  the  remaining 
1 7 three  had  passed  their  ninetieth  birthday. 

Forty-eight  deaths  (33  of  which  were  of  non-residents)  or 
one-seventh  of  the  gross  mortality,  occurred  in  public  instiutions, 
viz  : 26  in  the  Workhouse  and  22  in  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital  and 
the  House  of  Mercy  at  Clewer,  nearly  half  of  the  last-mentioned 
from  consumption. 

Eighteen  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  two  on  cases  of 
suicide  and  ten  on  deaths  from  accidental  violence,  drowning, 
or  burns.  The  other  six  were  on  sudden  deaths  from  “natural 
causes.” 
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TABLE  I. 


+ In  the  columns  marked  thus  (J)  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Districts  according 
to  previous  residence  ; those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  altogether  excluded  from  calculation. 
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1884.  t 

18854 

NEWBURY  Rural  

2,516 

11,250 
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16-5 
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17-0 

17-9 
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17-0 
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190 
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19-9 
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18-8 
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16.4 
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178 

i5'4 

16-4 

17-5 
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H7 
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16-6 
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2,608 

67 

40 
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16-5 
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24-9 
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18,724 
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16-5 

1 7'8 
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163 
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i8-i 
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16-2 
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1,848 
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176 
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i5-i 
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14-9 
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14-0 
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17*0 
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18-3  ! 
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ii-i 
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14-4 
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59i 
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16-3 

14-3 
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16-9 

14-9 

16-0 

16-8 

163 
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TABLE  II. 

Return  of  Pauper  Sickness  in  Sanitary  Districts  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1885. 
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New  Cases  of  Sickness,  in  Persons  belonging  to  the  District, 
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Contind 

Fevers. 

b 

QJ 

'O 

a 

a 

NAMES 

OF 

SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Small  Pox. 

| Measles. 

! Scarlatina. 

| Diphtheria. 

| Croup  (not  spasmodic 

| Whooping  Cough. 
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c 

QJ 
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Q 

G 

C3 

rt 

8 

rG 

c 
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| Chicken  Pox. 

| Cancer. 

| Phthisis. 

Bionchitis,  Pneumonii 

Pleurisy. 

j 

Total. 
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; NEWBURY  Rural  Sanitary  District  i 
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5 upwds. 
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J 

I 
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I 

8 

I 

I 

| 

2 

7 
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83 

l 

NEvVBURY  Urban  Sanitary  District 1 

O 

I 

c 

1 

20} 

1201 
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23 

l 
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5 

4 

y 

7 

J 

6 

8 

J7 

11 

J 

I 

J 

8 

I 

y 

19 

”2 
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Q 

Q 

9 

OO 

1 
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Under  5 
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ad 

Q 

10 

I 
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12 

I 7 

7 

II 

IO 

2 

2 

I 

1 
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l 
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O 

2 
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1 

1 

I 

IO 
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71 

l 
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I 

2 
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”2 

1 

1 

1 

7 
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( 
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•J 
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5 
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I 

2 

31 

17 

6 
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l6 

c 

I 

I 
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T 

I 

1 

6 

I 

0 

1 

1 

22 

l 
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8 

7 

6 

I 
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2 

0 

8 

1 

12 

8 

16 
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4 

6 

I 

I 

O 

I 

j 

6 
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10 

I 

2 

1 

2 
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5 

2 

I 

6 
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5 

31 
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2 

1 

10 

c 

14 

29 
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2 

1 

2 

I 

7 

1 

1 

7, 
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61 

30 

18 

30 

4 

2 

32 

1 

2 

24 

63 

7 

62 
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3 

24 

6 

4 
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14 

16 

1 

V 

1 

15 

37 
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13 

91 
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10 

5 

56 

7 

6 
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14 
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1 

14 
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Return,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1885. 
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TABLE  IV.  “A” 

TABLE  OF  DEA1 HS  register  ed  during'  the  Year  1885,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Berkshire,  classified  according- 
to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing-  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during-  the  Year. 
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| Typhus. 

| Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

| Other  or  doubtful.  | 
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ABINGDON  RURAL  ... 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN 


BRADFIELD  RURAL 


COOKHAM  RURAL 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 


WINDSOR  RURAL  •• 


TOTAL  ... 


* Columns  3211  and  32c. — 


“ Wasting  Diseases  ” (under  5 years)  include Scrofula,  Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformations. 
“ Convulsive  Diseases  ” include  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laryngismus,  and  Teething. 
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TABLE  IV.  “B” 

TABLE  OF  CORRECTED  DEATHS  occurring-  during  the  Year  1885,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Berkshire,  classified  according 
to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  showing  also  the  estimated  “corrected”  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  therein. 


CO 

0 

bo  ■ 

C/5 

G 

O 

m 

to 

fi 

O 

Deaths  occurring  in 
Public  Institutions 
within  District. 

Total  “Corrected” 
Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing 
Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

^ 00 

V 

1-4 

d *-1 

& 0 

O, 

u-i  • 

0 3 

G-  <V 

union 

Houses. 

H’pitals. 

.Lunatic 

Asylums 

Contind 

Fevers. 

& 

>> 

■2 

3 

*(Under 

b0 

be 

bo 

J, 

JJ 

“ Corrected  ” Popuk 
Estimated  to  midc 

L ,2 

in  •*-» 

•3  M 
0 .S 

T3  tuO 

U)  5 

n 

(A 

£ 

w 

p 

‘B  be 
.52  C 
^ 'be 

c c 
.5  0 

*5  13 

to  £ 

■5  c 

4/ 

Q 

Total. 

Persons  not  belongn 
to  District. 

Total. 

Persons  not  belongin 

to  District. 

| Total. 

Persons  not  belongin 

to  District. 

At  all  ages. 

| Under  I year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

| 15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  60. 

60  and  upwards. 

| Small  Pox. 

| Measles. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL 


NEWBURY  URBAN 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL 


ABINGDON  RURAL 


ABINGDON  URBAN  ... 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN 


BRADFIELD  RURAL 


COOKHAM  RURAL 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  . 


WINDSOR  RURAL 


TOTAL  ... 


* Columns  32B  1 


ng  Diseases  tunaer  C yearsi  mciuue  : — ouuiumi  j.  ra.ia.mu.,  j,  . 

‘Convulsive  Diseases ” include  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laryngismus,  and  Teething. 
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TABLE  V. 


Deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  Union  Houses,  and  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts 

according  to  previous  residence.  See  Note  Table  I. 
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Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (and  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  other 
continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery).  (For  list  of  Wasting  and  Convulsive  Diseases,  see  foot-note  Table  IV.) 


